
 

 

United States Department of Agriculture
Tonto National Forest 

Apache Leap Special Management Area 

The Tonto National Forest (TNF) is preparing a management plan for the Apache 
Leap Special Management Area (SMA) as directed by the Carl Levin and Howard 
P. “Buck” McKeon National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 
2015. The NDAA directs that the management plan be prepared in consultation 
with affected tribes, the Town of Superior in Pinal County, Arizona, Resolution 
Copper and interested members of the public. The NDAA also directs the 
exchange of the 110-acre Apache Leap Parcel, presently owned by Resolution 
Copper, to the TNF. This parcel will be added to an existing 697-acre area of 
TNF to form the 807-acre area Apache Leap SMA. This area will be managed in 
accordance with the NDAA. 

TNF must consider whether additional measures are necessary to protect the 
cultural, archaeological, or historical resources of Apache Leap, and to provide 
access for recreation. The Apache Leap SMA management plan will be written to 
satisfy the purposes as set forth in the NDAA: “to preserve the natural character 
of Apache Leap; to allow for traditional use by Native American people; and 
to protect and conserve cultural and archaeological resources of the area.” 
The Apache Leap SMA management plan will establish desired conditions, 
management objectives, and standards for the approximately 807-acre area in 
accordance with the NDAA and Forest Service planning requirements. 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
Attend the October 20, 2016, Apache Leap SMA management plan public 
workshop from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Superior High School multi-purpose room 
located at 100 Mary Drive, Superior, Arizona. A formal presentation will be 
delivered at 5:30 p.m. followed by an interactive public workshop. 
Provide written input by mail to the TNF at Apache Leap SMA, P.O. Box 34468, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067-4468. Written input is most useful if received by November 
21, 2016. 
Participate in future management plan public input opportunities in early 2017. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROJECT 
Visit the project website at www.ApacheLeapSMA.us. 
Contact Mary Rasmussen, Project Manager, at (602) 225- 5222, or email 
mcrasmussen@fs.fed.us. 
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